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REPORT TITLE:  

Licensing Act 2003 – Application for Velora Desserts, 717 Huddersfield Road, Dewsbury,  
WF13 3LQ 

Meeting:  Licensing Panel 

Date:  9.30am on Tuesday 17th March 2026

Cabinet Member (if applicable) Cllr Amanda Pinnock 

Key Decision 
Eligible for Call In 

No 
No 

Purpose of Report To determine the application  

Recommendations 
 Members of the panel are requested to determine the application 

Reasons for Recommendations 
 In accordance with the requirements as set out in the Licensing Act 2003, where 

relevant representations are received by either a responsible authority or any other 
person, the matter is referred to the panel for a decision. 

Resource Implications: 
There are no resource implications. 

Date signed off by Executive Director & 
name 

Is it also signed off by the Service 
Director for Finance? 

Is it also signed off by the Service 
Director for Legal Governance and 
Commissioning (Monitoring Officer)? 

Fiona Goldsmith – on behalf of David 
Shepherd, Strategic Director for Place, 
Growth and Regeneration 

Not applicable 

Not applicable 

Electoral wards affected: Dewsbury West

Ward councillors consulted:  Yes

Public or private: Report to be heard in Public 

Has GDPR been considered? GDPR has been considered and appropriate sections of the 
report and supporting documents have been amended. 
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1. Executive Summary 

1.1 The purpose of the report is to inform members of an application for the Grant of a 
premises licence. One representation has been received and is therefore referred to this 
panel for determination. 

2. Information required to take a decision 

2.1       Application 

2.1.1 On 29th January 2026, the Licensing Department received an application for the Grant of 
a New premises licence for Velora Desserts, 717 Huddersfield Road, Dewsbury, WF13 
3LQ. 

2.1.2 A copy of this application and a location map can be seen at Appendix A. 

2.1.3 The premises has not previously been licensed with Kirklees Council. 

2.1.4 The licensable activities applied for by the applicant are as follows, the days and times 
were altered to be extended by email from the applicant. The email can be seen attached 
to the end of the application form at Appendix A. 

Provision of Late-Night Refreshments 

Monday to Thursday 7pm to 2am the following day

Friday to Sunday 7pm to 3am the following day

Although the applicant has applied for the above times, the provision of late-night 
refreshment is only licensable between the hours of 11pm and 5am. 

2.1.5 During the consultation period a representation from Environmental Health has been 
submitted. 

2.1.6 The representation that was received consider that the following licensing objectives 
would not be met should this licence be granted: 

 Prevention of public nuisance. 

A copy of the representation may be seen at Appendix B. 

2.2 Licensing Policy 

Members considering the application must take note of the Authority’s Statement of 
Licensing Policy, which provides the following guidance on how members should 
approach the application and representation(s). 

Executive Summary 

In exercising its duties and responsibilities under the terms of the Licensing Act 2003, 
the Council will operate within the statements and procedures mentioned in this policy 
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statement. Notwithstanding this statement, all applications will be treated on their 
merits and judged accordingly.  

The council will have regard to any relevant guidance issued by the Secretary of State in 
exercising its powers under the Act. 

Purpose  

The Licensing Authority will carry out its functions under the Licensing Act 2003 with a 
view to promoting the four licensing objectives contained in the Act and each has equal 
weight. 

 The Prevention of Crime and Disorder 
 Public Safety 
 The Prevention of Public Nuisance 
 The Protection of Children from Harm 

The Policy has four main purposes: 

 To provide the basis for elected Members to make decisions on applications. 

 To inform licence applicants of the basis on which decisions will be taken and 
therefore give some indication of how they will be able to operate. 

 To inform the wider community of the basis on which decisions will be taken and 
therefore how their needs will be addressed. 

 To inform the Courts how decisions have been made and to support those
decisions. 

The Licensing Authority recognises that each licence application must be considered on 
its own individual merits in the context of the four licensing objectives, and that unless 
relevant representations are received from responsible authority’s or interested parties, 
there is no provision for a Licensing Authority to impose conditions on a licence other 
than those proposed within an application. Only conditions which have been volunteered 
by the applicant or which have been determined at a Licensing Panel hearing can be 
attached to a licence or certificate. If an application is lawfully made and no relevant 
representations are made in respect of an application, the Licensing Authority is under a 
duty to grant the licence on the terms sought. Only if relevant representations are made 
will the Council’s discretion be engaged. 

2.3 Secretary of State Guidance 

Members also need to consider the statutory guidance issued, by the Secretary of State, 
under Section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003. As the representation relates to one (1) of 
the licensing objectives. Member’s attention is drawn to this guidance, the relevant parts 
may be found at Appendix C.

3. Implications for the Council 

3.1      Council Plan 

The Licensing Service and its Statement of Licensing Policy balance the objective of 
improving the local economy, improving health and wellbeing and tackling health inequalities 
and cultural development against noise, nuisance, safeguarding and crime and disorder. 
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3.2 Financial Implications 

There are no financial implications in relation to this report. 

3.3      Legal Implications

In determining the application Members should have regard to the Authority’s licensing 
policy statement and the Secretary of State Guidance. The applicant or any other person 
who made relevant representations in relation to the application have the right of appeal 
to the Magistrates Court. 

3.4 Climate Change and Air Quality 

There are no climate change or air quality implications contained in this report. 

3.5     Other (eg Risk, Integrated Impact Assessment or Human Resources)  

Under the provisions of the Licensing Act 2003 there is no requirement for an Integrated 
Impact Assessment, while licence conditions should not duplicate other statutory 
provisions, members should be mindful of requirements and responsibilities placed on 
them by other legislation, which may include: 

 The Gambling Act 2005 
 The Environment Protection Act 1990 
 The Noise Act 1996 
 The Clean Neighbourhoods and Environmental Act 2005 
 The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 
 The Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 
 The Equality Act 2010 
 The Immigration Act 2016 
 Regulators’ Code under the Legislative and Regulatory Reform Act 2006 

4. Consultation  
4.1 Consultation has taken place in accordance with the requirements set out in the 
Licensing Act 2003; One representation has been received from a Responsible Authority 
as detailed above. 

5. Engagement 

5.1 Engagement is not a requirement as set out in the Licensing Act 2003. 

6. Options   

6.1     Options considered  

Members of the Panel are requested to determine the application. 

6.2     Reasons for recommended option   

In accordance with the requirements as set out in the Licensing Act 2003, where relevant 
representations are received by either a responsible authority or any other person, the 
matter is referred to the panel for a decision. 
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7. Next steps and timelines 

7.1 When determining the application Members, having regard to the representation, 
may take such steps as they consider appropriate for the promotion of the licensing 
objectives. These steps are: 

- Grant the Premises Licence application 

- Grant the Premises Licence application with appropriate conditions 

- Exclude from the scope of the licence any of the licensable activities which 
relate to this application, or 

- Reject the Grant of the premises licence application 

7.2 Findings on any issues of fact should be on the balance of probability. 

7.3 In arriving at a decision Members must have regard to the relevant provisions of 
the statutory guidance and the licensing policy statement and reasons must be given for 
any departure. 

7.4 The decision should be based on the individual merits of the application. 

8. Contact officer  

Steve Mycroft, Licensing Officer,  
Licensing Service 
Tel: 01484 221000 ext. 74196 
Email: steve.mycroft@kirklees.gov.uk 

9. Background Papers and History of Decisions 

Licensing Act 2003 Statement of Licensing Policy - Licensing Policy

Revised guidance issued under section 182 of Licensing Act 2003 - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk) 

10. Appendices 

Appendix A – Application and Location Map for the grant of a premises licence Velora 
Desserts, 717 Huddersfield Road, Dewsbury, WF13 3LQ.

Appendix B – Representation from Environmental Health

Appendix C – Relevant sections of Secretary of State Guidance – Section 182 of 
Licensing Act 2003 

11. Service Director responsible

Katherine Armitage 
Service Director – Environmental Strategy and Climate Change 

mailto:steve.mycroft@kirklees.gov.uk
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/licensing/pdf/licensing-policy.pdf
http://www.gov.uk/
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Tel: 01484 221000 
Email: Katherine.armitage@kirklees.gov.uk

mailto:Katherine.armitage@kirklees.gov.uk


Appendix A 



















Excerpt from email 

On 30 Jan 2026, at 9:03 am, > wrote: 
Hi,  
  
The timings will be from 7pm - 2am Monday - Thursday and 7pn -3am Friday - Sunday  
  
Thank you  
  
Sent from my iPhone 
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KIRKLEES COUNCIL LICmem 
INVESTMENT & REGENERATION 
  

 

 
Licensing Act 2003 

Response to Building Control & Licensing Service 
From Environmental Health 

 

 
Reference: 
 

 
WK/202603373 

 
Premises: 
 

 
Velora Desserts, 717 Huddersfield Road, Ravensthorpe, 
Dewsbury, WF13 3LQ 

 

Licensable Activity (place X in relevant box) 

Sale by retail of Alcohol  
 

Provision of regulated 
entertainment 

 

Provision of entertainment facilities 
(music, dancing, etc) 

 
Provision of late night 
refreshment 

X 

 

 
OBSERVATIONS 

 

Public Safety 
 

 
Date: 
 

 
 
 

 
Officer/Ext: 

 
 

Prevention of Public 
Nuisance 

I have reviewed the Licence application and the location of 
the premises which is in close proximity to residential 
premises (both above the premises at 717A Huddersfield 
Road and attached at 719 Huddersfield Road). 
 
I believe that the proposed hours of operation until 2am on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays, and 3am on Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays would have the potential to cause 
excessive noise and disturbance to the nearby residents 
from customers and delivery drivers arriving and leaving. 
This would detrimentally affect the use and enjoyment of 
their homes and cause a public nuisance. 
 
I therefore recommend refusal of the application. 
 
I am aware that the Licensing and the Planning regimes are 
completely separate however I feel it is relevant to highlight 
that the premises do not have Planning Permission to 



operate at these times. A previous application to extend the 
hours of operation to 23:30 resulted in the Planning 
Inspectorate placing the following condition relating to hours 
of use on the premises based on the close proximity of 
noise sensitive premises: 
 
“Activities carried out on the premises, including deliveries 
to or dispatches from the premises, shall take place only 
between 0800 hours and 2000 hours on Mondays to 
Saturdays, and between 0800 hours and 1800 hours on 
Sundays.” 

 
Date: 
 

 
25 February 2026 

 
Officer/Ext: 

 
Alexandra Garry 
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Relevant Sections of Secretary of State Guidance – Under Section 182 of 
Licensing Act 2003 

Public nuisance 

2.15 The 2003 Act enables licensing authorities and responsible authorities, through 
representations, to consider what constitutes public nuisance and what is 
appropriate to prevent it in terms of conditions attached to specific premises licences 
and club premises certificates. It is therefore important that in considering the 
promotion of this licensing objective, licensing authorities and responsible authorities 
focus on the effect of the licensable activities at the specific premises on persons 
living and working (including those carrying on business) in the area around the 
premises which may be disproportionate and unreasonable. The issues will mainly 
concern noise nuisance.

2.16 Public nuisance is given a statutory meaning in many pieces of legislation. It is 
however not narrowly defined in the 2003 Act and retains its broad common law 
meaning. It may include in appropriate circumstances the reduction of the living and 
working amenity and environment of other persons living and working in the area of 
the licensed premises. Public nuisance may also arise as a result of the adverse 
effects of artificial light, dust, odour and insects or where its effect is prejudicial to 
health. 

2.17 Conditions relating to noise nuisance will usually concern steps appropriate to 
control the levels of noise emanating from premises. This might be achieved by a 
simple measure such as ensuring that doors and windows are kept closed after a 
particular time, or persons are not permitted in garden areas of the premises after a 
certain time. More sophisticated measures like the installation of acoustic curtains or 
rubber speaker mounts to mitigate sound escape from the premises may be 
appropriate. However, conditions in relation to live or recorded music may not be 
enforceable in circumstances where the entertainment activity itself is not licensable 
(see chapter 16). Any conditions appropriate to promote the prevention of public 
nuisance should be tailored to the type, nature and characteristics of the specific 
premises and its licensable activities. Licensing authorities should avoid 
inappropriate or disproportionate measures that could deter events that are valuable 
to the community, such as live music. Noise limiters, for example, are expensive to 
purchase and install and are likely to be a considerable burden for smaller venues. 

2.18 As with all conditions, those relating to noise nuisance may not be appropriate 
in certain circumstances where provisions in other legislation adequately protect 
those living in the area of the premises. But as stated earlier in this Guidance, the 
approach of licensing authorities and responsible authorities should be one of 
prevention and when their powers are engaged, licensing authorities should be 
aware of the fact that other legislation may not adequately cover concerns raised in 
relevant representations and additional conditions may be appropriate. 

2.19 Where applications have given rise to representations, any appropriate 
conditions should normally focus on the most sensitive periods. For example, the 



most sensitive period for people being disturbed by unreasonably loud music is at 
night and into the morning.

2.20 Measures to control light pollution will also require careful thought. Bright 
lighting outside premises which is considered appropriate to prevent crime and 
disorder may itself give rise to light pollution for some neighbours. Applicants, 
licensing authorities and responsible authorities will need to balance these issues.  

2.21 Beyond the immediate area surrounding the premises, these are matters for the 
personal responsibility of individuals under the law. An individual who engages in 
anti-social behaviour is accountable in their own right. However, it would be perfectly 
reasonable for a licensing authority to impose a condition, following relevant 
representations, that requires the licence holder or club to place signs at the exits 
from the building encouraging patrons to be quiet until they leave the area, or that, if 
they wish to smoke, to do so at designated places on the premises instead of 
outside, and to respect the rights of people living nearby to a peaceful night. 
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